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Introduction

This Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) Update has been undertaken by Navigus Planning to inform
Colchester Borough Council’s (‘the Council’) Local Plan.

The term 'infrastructure' covers a wide range of services and facilities provided by public and private
organisations. The definition of infrastructure is outlined in section 216(2) of the Planning Act 2008 (as
amended). The Colchester IDP Update covers the following infrastructure areas:

e Schools and other educational facilities

e Health and social wellbeing

o Utilities

e Transport, including pedestrian facilities

¢ Flood defences

e Emergency services

o Waste

e Social and community (including libraries, allotments and community halls)

e Leisure and recreational facilities (including children's play, youth and sports facilities)
e Open space/green infrastructure

The purpose of this report is to update the latest position in respect of infrastructure needs and delivery for
the Publication Draft of the Colchester Local Plan 2013-2033. An IDP was prepared in 2017 by Troy
Planning + Design and Navigus Planning. This report seeks to further update the position in respect of
infrastructure.

The IDP Update does not seek to repeat information already provided in the 2017 IDP Report. It seeks to
reflect the latest position in terms of infrastructure required to deliver the Local Plan strategy.

Through the preparation of the IDP Update, Navigus Planning has sought to engage with the relevant
infrastructure service providers. Where this has been possible, the content in this IDP Update reflects the
position as agreed with them.
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Policy and local context

The Colchester Local Plan Part 1 has been jointly prepared by Braintree, Colchester, Essex and Tendring
Councils (‘the North Essex Authorities’) and covers the period 2013 to 2033. It was submitted for
Examination in Public in 2017 and examined in early 2018. The Inspector’s preliminary report identified
significant issues in respect of two of the proposed Garden Communities, on the Colchester/Braintree border
and West of Braintree. Following the requirement for further work that was undertaken by the North Essex
Authorities in respect of these Garden Communities, the examination resumed early in 2020. Following the
completion of the Examination, the Inspector’s report recommended that both Garden Communities be
removed from the Part 1 Plan. A consultation on the proposed main modifications to the plan was
undertaken between August and October 2020 and the final modifications were approved by the Inspector
in January 2021. The Part 1 Plan was adopted on 1st February 2021.

Over the period 2013 to 2033, the Part 1 Plan requires 18,400 dwellings to be delivered in Colchester
borough (920 dwellings per annum). It also requires between 22 and 30 hectares of employment land.

Alongside the Part 1 Plan, the Colchester Part 2 Plan was also published for consultation in 2017. Unlike
the Part 1 Plan, this has not been the subject of any examination; this part of the plan-making process
cannot proceed until the Part 1 Plan has been adopted.

Policy SG2 of the Part 2 Plan allocates sites for a total of 7,853 new dwellings over the plan period in the
locations identified in Table 2.1. In light of the amendments arising through the Part 1 Plan process (as
described in paragraph 2.1 above), the Colchester-Braintree Borders Garden Community site has been
removed.

Table 2.1: Strategic residential growth in the Colchester Part 2 Local Plan (Policy SG2)

Strategic growth location No. of homes (within
Plan period)
Colchester Urban Area 2,018
Stanway 1,106
Tendring-Colchester Borders Garden Community 1,250
Colchester-Braintree Borders Garden Community* 1,350
Abberton and Langenhoe 55
Boxted 36
Chappel and Wakes Colne 30
Copford and Copford Green 120
Eight Ash Green 150
Fordham 20
Great Horkesley 93
Great Tey 40
Langham 80
Layer-de-la-Haye 35
Rowhedge 40
Tiptree 600
West Bergholt 120
West Mersea 200
Wivenhoe 250
Extra care housing (self-contained) 250
Total 7,853

*Removed following the Part 1 Plan process

At April 2020, a total of 7,066 dwellings had been completed, leaving a further 11,334 dwellings to be
delivered. A number of the completions were on allocated sites. Moreover, a number also were in the
planning pipeline (with permission or under construction) or had either been removed or amended. A total
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of 5,722 dwellings are to be delivered on all sites in the planning pipeline. Table 2.2 provides a summary of
the housing supply position.

Table 2.2: Local Plan housing position at April 2020

Source No. of homes (within
Plan period)

Completions 7,066

Sites in the planning pipeline 5,722

Site allocations 5,351

Total 18,139

Source: Colchester Housing Land Supply Position Statement, May 2020

Table 2.2 shows that completions, sites in the planning pipeline and the remaining site allocations total
18,139 dwellings. The remainder of the 18,400-dwelling Local Plan requirement will be made up of
windfalls.

Table 2.3 shows significant updates or amendments to the site allocations in the Plan. These are the sites
that have been assessed in this IDP Update. Table 2.4 shows sites which were considered too small to merit
assessment in the plan (either in terms of the number of allocated units or the number of units still
outstanding). Generally the size threshold was set at 50 dwellings, unless there were small sites that were
clustered together that in combination would deliver more than 50 dwellings. This specifically relates to
TC3 (part of St Runwalds Car Park) which is clustered with the land at Britannia Car Park. Table 2.4
shows the sites that are below this size threshold and not part of a cluster.

It should be noted that the figures for the Tendring-Colchester Borders Garden Community reflect the
growth proposed within Colchester borough only. The overall growth proposed, including in Tendring
district, totals 2,500 dwellings within the plan period and a further 4,500 - 6,500 dwellings beyond the plan
period.

The remaining growth required at Tiptree to deliver on the 600-dwelling requirement in Policy SS14 is 400
dwellings (due to the granting of planning permission for a 200-dwelling development on land at Barbrook
Lane). The process of allocating growth at Tiptree is being taken forward through a neighbourhood plan
and at the current time it has not been confirmed whether this will allocate the remaining 400 dwellings
required or the full 600 dwellings in the policy.

Table 2.5 shows a summary of the levels of growth remaining in the Publication Draft Local Plan that
require testing and the phasing of each item. Maps showing the location of the sites are shown in Appendix
A.

° Page 5
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Table 2.3: Local Plan site allocations as at April 2020
Policy |Allocation Location Policy no. No. dwgs to |Notes 2017 IDP 2017 IDP ref
Dwellings [ be assessed
SP7 Colchester-Tendring Borders Garden Community East Colchester 1,250 1,250 3,250 dwellings beyond the plan period to be assessed. 2,500 SP7
Education requirements have been assessed based on
the whole development, including in Tendring district
(2,500 dwellings during the plan period, 6,500 dwellings
post-plan period).
TC3 Land at Britannia Car Park Colchester Urban Area 150 150 150 COL1
TC3 Part of St Runwalds Car Park Colchester Urban Area 40 40 Not assessed
NC1 Land at Colchester Rugby Club North Colchester 560 610 Inc 260 extra care. Appl. pending decision. 600 COL2
SC1 South of Berechurch Hall Road South Colchester 150 150 Appl. pending decision. 150 COL13
SC2 Middlewick Ranges South Colchester 1,000 1,000 1,000 COL8
EC3 Port Lane East Colchester 130 130 130 COL63
EC3 Barrington Road/Bourne Road East Colchester 28 28 Not assessed
WC2 Land north of London Road, Stanway Stanway 630 528 102 dwgs have full pp. Appl. for 102 dwgs pending 500 COL14
decision. 528 dwgs to be assessed
WC2 Land west of Lakelands Stanway 150 150 150 COL11
SS1 Land west of Peldon Road, Abberton Abberton & Langenhoe 50 50 Not assessed
SS4 East of Queensberry Ave, Copford Copford & Copford Green 70 70 70 COL64
SS4 West of Hall Road, Copford Copford & Copford Green 50 50 50 COL16
SS14 [Tiptree Tiptree 600 400-600 600 COL21
SS15 [WestBergholt sites (West Bergholt Neighbourhood Plan)  |West Bergholt 120 107 13 units granted; appls for 66 dwgs pending decisions 120 COL22
- Sites A and B (no split of housing numbers between sites)
SS16 [Wivenhoe sites (Wivenhoe Neighbourhood Plan) Wivenhoe 250 250 250 COL24
- Land off Croquet Gardens 25 And a residential care home
- Land behind Broadfields 120
- Land at EImstead Road 25
- Land behind the Fire Station 80
Table 2.4: Site allocations that are not assessed in the IDP Update
Policy |Allocation Location Policy no. No. dwgs to |Notes 2017 IDP 2017 IDP ref
Dwellings | be assessed
WC2 Rosemary Amshouses, Stanway Stanway 26 26 Appl. pending decision. 26 COL62
SS6 Plummers Road, Fordham Fordham 20 20 Not assessed
SS7 School Lane, Great Horkesley Great Horkesley 13 13 Not assessed
SS8 Land off Greenfield Drive, Great Tey Great Tey 30 30 Same total of dwellings assessed for Great Teyin 2017 | Notassessed COL58
IDP, but in different location
SS9 School Road, Langham Langham 70 24 Remainder of 70-dwg allocation 70 COL19
SS10 |The Folley, Layer de la Haye Layer de la Haye 35 35 50 COL65
SS13  |Rowhedge Business Centre, Rowhedge Rowhedge 40 40 40 COL66
Page 6
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Table 2.5: Growth locations and levels of growth being assessed
Policy [Allocation Location No. dwgs v
to be 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25 | 2025/26 | 2026/27 | 2027/28 | 2028/29 | 2029/30 | 2030/31 | 2031/32 | 2032/33 | 2033/34 2033/34 TOTAL
assessed
SP7 Colchester-Tendring Borders Garden |East 1,250 0 50 100 100 100 100 150 150 150 150 200 3,250 4,500
Community Colchester
TC3 Land at Britannia Car Park Colchester 150 30 30 30 30 30 150
Urban Area
TC3 Part of St Runwalds Car Park Colchester 40 40 40
Urban Area
NC1 Land at Colchester Rugby Club North 560
Colchester
- Residential development 300 50 100 100 100 I 350
- Extra care scheme 260 60 60 60 60 20 I 260
SC1 South of Berechurch Hall Road South 150 10 22 45 45 28 150
Colchester
SC2 Middlewick Ranges South 1,000 100 120 120 120 120 120 120 120 60 1,000
Colchester
EC3 Port Lane East 130 40 50 40 130
Colchester
EC3 Barrington Road/Bourne Road East 28 13 15 28
Colchester
WC2 |Land north of London Road, Stanway |Stanway 528 50 70 70 70 70 70 50 50 28 528
WC?2 |Land west of Lakelands Stanway 150 40 40 40 30 150
SS1 Land west of Peldon Road, Abberton [Abberton & 50 20 15 15 50
Langenhoe
SS4 East of Queensberry Ave, Copford Copford & 70 35 35 70
Copford Green
SS4 West of Hall Road, Copford Copford & 50 25 25 50
Copford Green
SS14 [Tiptree Tiptree 400-600 65 65 70 65 65 70 65 70 65 600
SS15 [WestBergholt sites (West Bergholt West Bergholt 107 60 20 27 107
Neighbourhood Plan)
- Sites A and B (no split of housing
numbers between sites)
SS16 [Wivenhoe sites (Wivenhoe Wivenhoe 250
Neighbourhood Plan)
- Land off Croquet Gardens 25 10 15 25
- Land behind Broadfields 120 30 30 30 30 r 120
- Land at EImstead Road 25 15 10 25
- Land behind the Fire Station 80 40 40 I 80
Page 7
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Education

Essex County Council (ECC) has statutory duties to facilitate Early Years and Childcare (EY&C) provision
within the area and ensure sufficient primary and secondary school places are available. This section seeks
to simplify what is a very complicated subject, based on information provided by ECC and our own research.

To inform the IDP Update, ECC undertook an assessment of all needs arising since the previous education
assessment was undertaken in 2016. This includes an assessment of all committed developments (sites in
the planning pipeline or allocated) against current provision at schools in each location.

In respect of the Colchester-Tendring Borders Garden Community, exact requirements will be progressed
through the Garden Community Development Plan Document (DPD) and masterplanning in due course.

Costs are taken from the ECC Developers’ Guide to Infrastructure Contributions 20201. Where education
infrastructure projects are in the immediate pipeline, bespoke costs have been used. The costs shown in
this IDP Update are reflective of the date of publication. All costs will change subject to indexation and also
may change due to other matters.

The 2017 IDP stated that the Local Plan should specifically allocate education land as Class D1 use to avoid
projects becoming unviable over the lifetime of the development due to attributing residential land values.
Since this time, changes to the Use Classes Order have meant that Class D1 no longer exists. Reference
should therefore be made in policy to ‘suitable land allocated for education and childcare use’.

Early years and childcare

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

3.9.

3.10.

3.11.

The commentary below presents the requirements for early years and childcare (EY&C) provision to
address the needs from the sites in the assessment. Costs have changed since this time and the assessment
updates this. The cost of provision of an EY&C place when at a facility co-located with a primary school and
is a stand-alone setting is £20,508; where a development requires expansion of an existing facility, the cost
per place is £17,268 (index linked to 2021 Q1 prices). The Department for Education Scorecard suggests
that the cost of EY&C places should mirror those of primary places and this is the approach adopted by
ECC. The cost of land is excluded as it must be delivered to ECC at nominal cost, meeting the requirements
set out in the ECC Developers’ Guide to Infrastructure Contributions.

At the Colchester-Tendring Borders Garden Community, the whole growth (including that in Tendring
district) during the plan period will require an additional 200 new places. Beyond the plan period a further
500 places will be required. This development will need a range of childcare options but will include the
provision of a minimum of three 56-place nurseries for growth during the plan period and four 56-place
nurseries plus additional 30- and 26-place settings for growth beyond the plan period.

For the purposes of the IDP, it is assumed that the first two of these facilities will be co-located with the
primary schools required during the plan period, with the third facility being stand-alone. Beyond the plan
period, it is assumed that two will be co-located with primary schools and two will be stand-alone. The 30-
and 26-place settings are also assumed to be stand-alone facilities. Exact requirements will be progressed
through the Garden Community Development Plan Document (DPD) and masterplanning in due course.

Some of the 56-place nurseries will be co-located with the new primary schools, each costing £1,148,448.
Stand-alone 56-place nurseries will also cost £1,148,448.

30-place and 26-place stand-alone settings will cost £615,240 and £533,208 respectively.

In Colchester urban area (Land at Britannia Car Park (TC3) -150 dwellings and part of St Runwalds Car
Park (TC3) — 40 dwellings) there is a requirement to support growth of 17 new places. A new EY&C facility
will be incorporated into the school expansion project, although it is not clear where this will be at present

1

https://assets.ctfassets.net/knkzaf64ijx5x/5aKhke88Ey5zkdMvSQj44w/0d71817cad70b9394d76e7a490ac7bd7/developers-

guide-infrastructure-contributions.pdf
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and could be outside the forecast group area (see Primary Education section). The cost of this provision has
been estimated at £533,208.

In North Colchester there is a requirement to support growth of 32 new places (Land at Colchester Rugby
Club (NC1) - 610 dwellings but the 260 extra care units have not been taken into account). This will be
achieved through the development of a new 30-place EY&C facility on ECC land or through expansion of
existing facilities. The cost of this provision has been estimated at approximately £615,240.

In South Colchester (Middlewick Ranges (SC2) - 1,000 dwellings) there is a requirement to support growth
of 90 new places. One new 56-place EY&C facility and one 30-place EY&C facility will be needed. One will
be incorporated into the school project (see Primary Education section) and the other will need to be on a
separate site. The cost of this provision has been estimated at £1,148,448 for the 56-place facility and
£615,240 for the 30-place facility.

Separately in South Colchester there is a requirement to support the growth of 14 new places to support
the growth south of Berechurch Hall Road (SC1 — 150 dwellings). This will be achieved through expansion
of existing facilities. The cost of this provision has been estimated at approximately £241,752.

In East Colchester (Port Lane (EC3) — 130 dwellings and Barrington Road (EC3) — 28 dwellings) there is a
requirement to support growth of 14 new places. This will be achieved through expansion of existing
facilities. The cost of this provision has been estimated at £241,752.

In Stanway and the Rural North West forecast area, there are the following requirements:

Table 3.1: EY&C requirements in Stanway and rural north west

Location Additional needs New requirement

Stanway:

Land north of London Road (WC2) 47 places 1 new 56-place facility plus
Land west of Lakelands (WC2) 13 places expansion of existing facilities
Eight Ash Green 13 places Expansion of existing facilities
Great Tey 4 places Expansion of existing facilities
Copford:

East of Queensberry Ave (SS4) 6 places Expansion of existing facilities
West of Hall Road (SS4) 4 places

The cost of this provision has been estimated at £1,683,7562.

In Tiptree (SS14 sites — 400-600 dwellings) there is a requirement to support growth of between 49 and 67
new places. This will be achieved either through expansion of existing facilities or provision of a new facility
which could be part of the new primary school provision required. The cost of this provision has been
estimated at between £1m and £2.01m.

In West Bergholt (SS15 sites — 250 dwellings) there is a requirement to support growth of 23 new places. A
new 26-place EY&C facility will be needed, with the cost of provision estimated at approximately £533,208.

In Wivenhoe and elsewhere in the Colchester North and Rural North East forecast area (SS16 sites plus
other growth — 250 dwellings) there is a requirement to support growth of 23 new places. A new 26 place
EY&C facility will be incorporated into the school expansion project, likely to be at Millfields School (see
Primary Education section). The cost of this provision has been estimated £533,208.

In Mersea there is a requirement to support growth of 18 new places. This will be achieved through
expansion of existing facilities. The cost of this provision has been estimated at £310,824.

Where expansion of existing provision is required, ECC has reported that many existing settings are not
capable of expansion in their existing location. As such, alternative solutions for provision will need to be
found and these should be considered on a case-by-case basis. Whilst a significant proportion of provision

2 Calculated as: 56-place facility x £20,508/place plus 31-places expansion x £17,268/place
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is made by the private sector and it is assumed that this will continue, it is necessary for the purposes of
planning to work on a cautionary basis that the private sector is not in a position to expand.

Primary education

3.23.

3.24.

3.25.

3.26.

3.27.

3.28.

3.29.

3.30.

3.31.

The commentary below presents the estimated requirements for primary education provision to address
the needs from the sites in the assessment. Costs have changed since this time and the assessment updates
this. The national average cost per school place of a new primary school is £20,508; contributions towards
primary school expansions are £17,268 per school place (index linked to 2021 Q1 prices). The cost of land
is excluded as it must be delivered to ECC at nominal cost, meeting the requirements set out in the ECC
Developers’ Guide to Infrastructure Contributions.

At the Colchester-Tendring Borders Garden Community (in the Colchester East forecast area), the whole
growth (including that in Tendring district) will require 6 new primary schools, each requiring 2.1 hectares
of land (to be co-located with 56-place EY&C settings - see above). Two will be required within the plan
period and a further four beyond the plan period.

The total cost (excluding EY&C) is £51,680,160. Of this, £17.2m is incurred by the cost of the two schools
during the plan period, with a further £34.5m for the four schools required beyond the plan period.

The first new school will be required shortly after commencement (2025/26 - 2029/30).

For sites in the Colchester urban area and Stanway (in the Colchester southwest/Stanway forecast group),
the total generated is 2.5 forms of entry (FE). However, ECC has already delivered some additional capacity
in anticipation of the growth in the extant Local Plan. A new 2FE primary school is expected to be sufficient.
This will cost £8,613,360.

In North Colchester (Colchester north forecast group), the total requirement generated is 3.8FE. However,
ECC has already delivered some additional capacity in anticipation of the growth in the extant Local Plan.
A further 3FE is expected to be sufficient. The Trinity School at Chesterwell is expected to open 2FE of
primary provision for September 2025. This could be expanded to 3FE as the land is capable of being used
flexibly, even though secured on the basis of 2FE of provision. The 2FE Trinity School currently has secured
S106 contributions totalling £794,000. The total indicative cost of a 3FE school is £12,920,040, therefore
the funding gap is £12,126,040.

In South Colchester (the Colchester south and southeast forecast group), the Middlewick Ranges site has
been identified to provide 2.9 hectares of education land for new school provision (3FE). This will be
sufficient to accommodate the demand identified, including a degree of ‘push back’ from surrounding village
schools in the Colchester rural south forecast group. In this regard, any further development around
Rowhedge is problematic. St Lawrence Primary School is full and cannot be expanded. There is currently
a reasonable expectation of entry for some children living on the edge of Colchester. Such demand may
have to be met within the Colchester south and southeast forecast group in the future. The new 3FE
provision will cost £12,920,040.

In the Tiptree forecast group approximately one additional FE is anticipated. One of the existing schools
can be expanded to meet this need. The total cost will be £3,626,280.

In the Wivenhoe forecast group, pupil numbers fluctuate to a greater extent than some other areas, due to
demand from mature student families (studying at Essex University). The minimum capacity that can
reasonably be added to local schools is 0.5FE. Based on this being a four class-base expansion, this will cost
£2,072,160.

° Page 10
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Secondary education

3.32.

3.33.

3.34.

3.35.

3.36.

3.37.

The commentary below presents the estimated requirements for secondary education provision to address
the needs from the sites in the assessment. The national average cost per school place of a new secondary
school is £24,929; contributions towards secondary school expansions are £23,775 per school place (index
linked to 2021 Q1 prices). The cost of land is excluded as it must be delivered to ECC at nominal cost,
meeting the requirements set out in the ECC Developers’ Guide to Infrastructure Contributions.

At the Colchester-Tendring Borders Garden Community (in the Colchester secondary forecast area), the
whole growth (including that in Tendring district) will require two new secondary schools, each requiring
7.9 hectares of land (both are likely to be co-located with primary schools). Both schools will require sixth
form provision (which is included in the land requirement but not in the costs).

One school will be required early during the plan period (2025/26 - 2029/30) and one beyond the plan period.
The estimated cost of 11-16 provision is £44,872,200 (i.e. £22,436,100 for each school).

For other growth within the Colchester secondary forecast area, the new Trinity School at Chesterwell in
North Colchester will deliver 6FE of additional capacity. This is opening in September 2021 when it will
provide the first 4FE of provision. The further 2FE will follow in 2023. Allowing for the additional needs
that this new school support, there is still a need for a further 2FE of secondary provision. This will have
to be accommodated through expansion at other schools and will cost £7,132,500. The timing will require
further consideration.

The Thurstable secondary forecast group covers Tiptree. Thurstable School has taken over its Published
Admission Number (PAN) in some year groups and an expansion scheme in excess of the circa 1FE, which
is directly related to the proposed growth in Tiptree, may be required. This will cost £3,566,250.

Post-16 and further education
16-18 education

3.38.

3.39.

3.40.

3.41.

16-18 education in Essex is mainly delivered via School Sixth Forms, Sixth Form Colleges, Further
Education (FE) Colleges, or private training providers.

The Department for Education's Raising the Participation Policy requires all young people in England to
continue in education or training beyond the age of 16. The law requires all young people in England to
continue in education or training until at least their 18th birthday, although in practice the vast majority
of young people continue until the end of the academic year in which they turn 18.

Young people are deemed to be participating as far as they meet one of these criteria:
e Full-time study in a school, college or with a training provider;

e Full-time work or volunteering (20 hours or more) combined with part-time education or training
leading to relevant regulated qualifications; or

e An apprenticeship, traineeship or supported internship.

ECC, as the responsible Local Authority, has broad duties to encourage, enable and assist young people to
participate in education or training. Specifically, these are:

e To secure sufficient suitable education and training provision for all young people in their area who
are over compulsory school age but under 19 or aged 19 to 25 and for whom an Education, Health
and Care (EHC) plan is maintained. This is a duty under the Education Act 1996. To fulfil this, ECC
needs to have a strategic overview of the provision available in the area and to identify and resolve
gaps in provision.

2 Page 11
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To make available to all young people aged 13-19 and to those between 20 and 25 with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND), support that will encourage, enable or assist them to
participate in education or training.

Where ECC feels that there is a specific gap in provision that cannot be addressed by existing providers or
growth plans, there is a process by which this can be brought to the attention of the Education and Skills
Funding Agency (ESFA) for consideration and action.

There are 56 School Sixth Forms in Essex funded by the ESFA to deliver training to 16-18 year olds. There
are also some special schools delivering Post 16 provision. A number of learners (resident in Essex) travel
to school Sixth Forms outside Essex, including schools in surrounding local authorities. There are also a
number of independent schools in Essex offering post-16 courses.

Colchester borough has four Sixth Form Academy Schools proving 16-18 education; one Pupil Referral Unit
(PRU) and a Modern Special Needs School aged 3-18.

As of March 2021, Colchester has a total 16-18 cohort of 4,002 of which:

71.4% attend Further Education or a Sixth Form College
17.1% attend School Sixth Forms
3.5% are undertaking an Apprenticeship or Traineeship

4.1% are undertaking other types of training (including in some kind of employment, in custodial
sentence, or other forms of training)

3.6% are either not in education, employment or training, or their destinations are unknown.

Post-16 and Skills (Further education/FE) provision

3.46. The range of providers delivering further education and skills in Essex include:

navigus
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General FE Colleges: There are 6 FE colleges based in Essex delivering training to young people
and adults (Chelmsford College, Colchester Institute, Epping Forest College (part of New City
College) , Harlow College, USP College and South Essex College of Further and Higher Education.
In addition, a number of colleges based outside of the county deliver training to Essex residents,
including Hertford Regional College, Cambridge Regional College and Havering Colleges (part of
New City College) plus a number of colleges further afield delivering training through distance
learning or subcontracting arrangements.

Local Authority FE Providers: Adult Community Learning Essex (ACL), part of ECC, receives
funding to deliver training in Essex and is the largest provider of adult education courses in the
county.

Higher Education Institutions: The three Higher Education Institutions in Essex (Writtle
University College, University of Essex and Anglia Ruskin University) receive some funding
allocations from the ESFA) to deliver further education provision.

Private sector providers: These consist of:

o Independent Training Providers: A wide range of training providers deliver training in
Essex.

o Employers: A number of large employers are funded directly by the Education and Skills
Funding Agency to deliver training programmes.

Specialist Colleges: Typically, these are colleges with a specialist curriculum offer. This includes
the Workers Educational Association (WEA), the UK's largest voluntary sector provider of adult
education which delivers a significant volume of training in Essex.

| Page 12



3.47.

3.48.

3.49.

3.50.

3.51.

3.52.

Colchester IDP Update 2021
Final Report

Colchester Institute is the largest FE provider serving North Essex, including Colchester borough. The
Institute has campuses in the towns of Colchester and Braintree, as well as the Harwich Energy Skills
Centre in Tendring. A separate campus in Clacton was closed in 2019. The Institute